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Session Learning Targets 
• I can define inquiry. 

• I can explain why inquiry-based learning is important. 

• I can explain how inquiry-based learning can be 
integrated into my instruction.  

• I can integrate inquiry standards into my instruction.   



What is Inquiry? 
“Inquiry is the dynamic process of being open to 
wonder and puzzlements and coming to know and 
understand the world.” 

Galileo Educational Network (2001) 



What is Inquiry- Based Learning? 
“Inquiry-based learning is a process where students are 
involved in their learning, formulate questions, 
investigate widely and then build new understandings, 
meanings, and knowledge.” 

Alberta Learning (2004) 



What is Inquiry-Based Learning 
What 

inquiry is 

Exploring/ 

Questioning 

Investigating 

Collaborating 

Making 
decisions/ 

taking action 

What inquiry 
is not 

Research 
papers or 
projects 

Teacher led 

A method 

A worksheet  

Sometimes student 
generated, sometimes 
teacher generated.  



Why Inquiry- Based Learning? 
“Using inquiry-based learning with students can help 
them become more creative, more positive, and more 
independent.” 

Kuhne (1995) 



Why Inquiry- Based Learning? 



How Do We Implement  
Inquiry-Based Learning? 

 

Create a culture of inquiry 



• Administrator Support 

• Vision 

• Champions 

• Resources and Space 

• Collaboration 

• Trust 

• Team-teaching 

• Problem Solving is Valued  

• Recognizing, supporting, and teaching the 
role of metacognition 

Culture of Inquiry 

Alberta Learning (2004) 



Metacognition and  
Inquiry-Based Learning   

According to Merriam-Webster, metacognition is the  

 “awareness of analysis of one’s own learning or 
 thinking process.” 

 

Inquiry-Based Learning requires students to constantly 
reflect on their own learning and thinking.  

Webster (2016) 



Inquiry Framework 



Inquiry Engagement Framework 

Immerse 

Investigate 

Coalesce 

Go Public 
and/or Take 

Action 

Harvey and Daniels (2009) 

 

Reflection 

at all 

stages 



Immerse 
• Build background knowledge 

• Find topics 

• Wonder 

 

• Provide students with various 
texts that allow them to build 
background knowledge on a 
particular topic if given. 



Investigate 
• Develop questions 

• Search for information 

• Discover answers 

 

• Teach students how to develop questions. 
• Provide students with various texts that 

allow them to search for information to 
answer their questions.  



Questioning  



QFT 
Question Formulation Technique 

• A process for teaching students to ask questions. 

 

 

The Right Question Institute  

http://rightquestion.org/  

Resources for QFT 

• Click on Educator Network then Resources 

 

 

 

http://rightquestion.org/
http://rightquestion.org/


ReQuest 
This strategy will help students make meaning from 
what they encounter in the text. 

 



ReQuest 

 
 
 
 
 

The answers to these questions are found 
directly in the text (facts.) 

On the line questions: 

Between the line questions: 

To answer these questions, students select 
clues from the text.  Students need to make 
some inferences based on information they 
read. 

Beyond the line questions: 

These questions are usually reflecting in 
nature.  Questions require students to make 
connections. 





 

 

Question Type of Question Where did you find 
the answer? 

Use information from 
the text to come up 
with an answer. 

Answer is directly in the 
text. 

Use your prior 
knowledge and 
experience to answer 
the question 

Between the lines 

On the lines 

Beyond the lines 

Do you think Roch was 
in the right when he 
broke his hockey stick 
on the ice?  Why? 

What does Roch ask for 
in church? 

Explain what we learn 
from the following 
statement, “If you make 
up your mind about 
something before you 
try it, you won’t go very 
far in this life.” 



Coalesce 
• Come together 

• Synthesize information 

• Build knowledge  

 

• Have students work in groups or with a 
partner to share their knowledge gained. 



Synthesizing 
According to Merriam-Webster, synthesizing is 

• “to make (something) by combining different 
things” 

• “to combine (things) in order to make something 
new” 

 

This can be a difficult skill for students to master.   

 

Utilize conversation prompts when asked to synthesize 
information.  

Webster (2016) 



Synthesizing Conversation Prompts 
• Students work with a partner and share the information they 

have gained from their investigation. 

 

• Provide students with prompts to ask each other to begin the 
synthesis process.  Answers should be recorded.  

 

 

 

Zwiers and Crawford (2011) 

What have we discussed so far? 

How can we bring this all together? 

What can we agree upon? 

What main points can we share? 

What was our original question? 

What key idea can we take away? 



Synthesizing Conversation  
Response Prompts 

• Provide students with response prompts.  Answers should be 
recorded.  

 

 

Zwiers and Crawford (2011) 

We can say that… 

The main theme/point seems to be … 

As a result of this conversation, we think we should…. 

How does this sound…? 

What if we…? 

The evidence seems to suggest that… 



Go Public 
• Share learning 

• Demonstrate understanding 

• Take action 

 

• Either individually, with a partner, or in a 
group students create a way to share their 
information.   

• Real world application. 



Go Public 
Students can use the conversation response prompt below to 
help them decide what they need to do with this information.   

 

 As a result of this conversation, we think we should…. 

 

 

 



Making the Connection 

SC College- 
and Career-
Ready 
Standards 
for ELA 

 
 
 



Investigate 

Standard 1: Formulate relevant, self-generated questions 
based on interests and/or needs that can be investigated. 

 

Standard 2:  Transact with texts to formulate questions, 
propose explanations, and consider alternative views and 
multiple perspectives. 

 

Standard 3:  Construct knowledge, applying disciplinary 
concepts and tools, to build deeper understanding of the 
world through exploration, collaboration, and analysis. 

 



Coalesce 
Standard 4:  Synthesize integrated information to share 
learning and/or take action. 

 



Inquiry Engagement Framework 

Immerse 

Investigate 

Coalesce 

Go Public 
and/or Take 

Action 

Harvey, S., & Daniels, H. (2009). Comprehension & collaboration: Inquiry circles in action. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.  

 

Reflection at 

all stages 

Standard 5:  Reflect throughout the inquiry process to 
assess metacognition, broaden understanding, and 
guide actions, both individually and collaboratively. 



Wrapping it Up 
What 

inquiry is. 

Exploring/ 

Questioning 

Investigating 

Collaborating 

Making 
decisions/ 

taking action 

What inquiry 
is not. 

Research 
papers or 
projects 

Teacher led 

A method 

A worksheet  

Sometimes student 
generated, sometimes 
teacher generated.  



Professional Texts 



Contact Information  
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